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(54) SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING CONTENTS 

(57) There is provided a content providing system 
for efficiently providing data. 

The system comprises a content data storage sec- 
tion 21, a meta-infbmiation storage section 22 for stor- 
ing meta-information, a meta-infbrmation schema 
storage section 23 for storing a meta-information 
schema indicating the data configuration of meta-infor- 
mation. a meta-information converter section 24 tor 
converting Vne data fonnat of meta-infomiation into a 
predetermined transfer format, a meta-information 
schema converter section 25 for converting the data for- 
mat of the meta-information schema into the predeter- 
mined transfer format, and a transfer secHon 26 for 
transmitting the meta-information and the meta-infor- 
mation schema converted into the predetermined trans- 
fer format, and the content data. The transmitter 
apparatus 21 converts the meta-information and the 
meta-information schema into a predetermined transfer 
format, and then transnWs them. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

10001] TTie present invention relates to a contents s 
providing system for providing an unspecified number of 
users witii contents, a contents providing apparatus, a 
contents receiving apparatus, a method of providing a 
contents signal, and a method of receiving meta-infbr- 



written In a text format, it is difficult to perform high- 
speed filtering. 

[0009] Meta-information in form of the EIT in digital 
television bro^lcasting is transferred with a predeter- 
mined data configuration, and the data configuration is 
difficult to diange. Therefore, It is very difficult to addi- 
tionally include meta-infwmation such as PICS or RDF, 
which has been developed on the WWW, into the EIT 

Disclosure of the Invention 



Background Art 

[0002] Many conventional methods have been pro- 
posed for a signal providing system for content data. w 
[0003] For exanple, providing of content data 
based on the WWW (World Wide Web) using HTTP 
(Hyper Ted Transfer Protocol) Is achieved on the Inter- 
net. From a huge group of content data like on the 
WWW, it is very dIfficiJt to obtain necessary content so 
data. Therefore, on the WWW, each piece of content 
data is generally added with meta-information which 
represents what the contents are. Necessary content 
data can be selected by retrieving the meta-information, 
with use of a receiving apparatus. ss 
[0004] For example, PICS (Platform for Internet 
Content Selection), RDF (Resource Description Frame- 
work), or the like has been proposed for meta-informa- 
tion thus added on the WWW. 

[0005] Alsa for e)ample, in digital television broad- 30 
casting, data Is provided with use of MPEG-2. In this 
digital television broadcasting, meta-information such 
as a program title, on-air time, and the like is supplied in 
the form of EIT (Event Information Table), for example, 
with use of EPG (Electric Program Guide). as 
[0006] In recent years, unification of transmission 
media has progressed, and multiple-address networks 
such as digital television broadcasting and the like have 
been united with interactive networks such as the Inter- 
net and the like. 4o 
[0007] If information which Is conventionally trans- 
mitted through an interactive network such as internet 
or the like is transmitted through a multiple-address net- 
work such as digital television broadcasting or the like, 
meta-information and the like such as PICS and RDF « 
which have been developed in the interactive networks 
must be transmitted through the muHiple-address net- 
work. In addition, meta-information according to PICS 
and RDF is described in a text format and will therefore 
cause a low transfer efficiency. so 
[0008] In addition, if information which is conven- 
tionally transmitted through the Interactive network such 
as the Internet or ttie lite Is transmitted through a multi- 
ple-address network such as digital television broad- 
casting or the like, the receiver side selectively receives ss 
transmitted meta-information in general cases. In this 
case, high-speed filtering is required to select neces- 
sary meta-information. However, if meta-information is 



POI 0] The present Invention has an object of pro- 
viding a content providing system capable of efficiently 
providing contents and flexibly selecting a content. 
[001 1] The present invention also has an object of 
providing a content providing apparatus capable of effi- 
ciently providing contents. 

[0012] The present invention also has an object of 
providing a content receiver apparatus capable of flsci- 
bly selecting and receiving contents. 
[0013] The present invention also has an object of 
providing a method of efficiently providing a content sig- 
nal, by which contents can be efficiently provided. 
[0014] The present invention also has an objet of 
providing a method of receiving meta-information, by 
which contents can be flexibly selected and received. 
[001 5] A content providing system according to the 
present invention comprises a content providing appa- 
ratus and a content receiver apparatus, wherein the 
content providing apparatus includes providing means 
for providing a content signal to the content receiver 
apparatus, meta information storage means for storing 
meta information concerning the content signal, provid- 
ing-side meta Information schema storage means for 
storing a meta-information schema Indicating a data 
configuration of the meta-information, and transmitter 
means for transmitting the meta-information and the 
meta-infonnation schema to the content receiver appa- 
ratus through a comnnjnlcation chareiel, and wherein 
the content receiver apparatus includes receiver means 
for receiving the meta-information and the meta-infor- 
mation schema transmitted from the transmitter means 
of the content providing apparatus, receiving-side meta- 
information schema storage means for storing the 
meta-information schema received by the receiver 
means, and meta-information data configuration detec- 
tor means for detecting a data configuratton of *ie meta- 
Informafon received by the receiver means, based on 
the meta-information schema stored in the receiving- 
side meta-information schema. 
[001 6] In the content providing apparatus described 
above, the content providing apparatus transmits a 
meta-informab'on schema indicating a data ccxrfigura- 
tlon of meta-infomfiation concerning a content signal, 
and also transmits the content to the content receiver 
apparatus. Contents are thus supplied to ttie content 
receiver apparatus. Further, in this content providing 
system, the content receiver apparatus receives the 
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meta-information schema, and also receives the meta- 
infbrmation. Based on the meta-information schema, 
the content receiver apparatus detects the data config- 
uration of the received meta-information and receives a 
content signal related to the received meta-information. 5 
[0017] A content providing apparatus according to 
the present Invention comprises providing means for 
providing a content signal to a content receiver appara- 
tus, meta information storage means for storing meta 
information concerning the content signal, meta infor- w 
mation schema storage means for storing a meta-infor- 
mation schema indicating a data configuration of the 
meta-information. and transmitter means for transmit- 
ting the meta-information and the meta-information 
schema to the content receiver apparatus through a js 
communication channel. 

[001 8] In the content providing apparatus described 
above, a meta-information schema Indicating a data 
configuration of meta-information concerning a content 
signal is transmitted to a content receiver apparatus. 20 
and the meta-infonriation is transmitted to the content 
receiver apparatus. Further, a content Is supplied to the 
content receiver apparatus. 

[0019] A content receiver apparatus according to 
the present invention comprises meta-information 25 
schema storage means for storing a meta-information 
schema indicating a data configuration of meta-informa- 
tion concerning a content signal, receiver means for 
receiving the content signal and meta-information con- 
cerning the content signal through a communication 30 
channel, and meta-information data configuration 
detector means for detecting a data configuration of the 
meta-information received by the receiver means, 
based on the meta-information schema stored in the 
meta-information schema storage means. as 
[0020] The content receiver apparatus described 
above receivers a meta-information schema indicating 
the data configuration of meta-information concerning a 
content signal, and also receives the meta-information. 
Based on the meta-information schema, the content lo 
receiver apparatus detects the data configuration of the 
received meta-information, and also receives a content 
signal related to the received meta-information. 
[0021] A method of providing a content signal, 
according to the present invention, comprises steps of 45 
transmitting a meta-information schema indicating a 
data configuration of meta-information concerning a 
content signal to a content receiver apparatus through a 
communication channel, transmitting the meta-informa- 
tion to the content receiver apparatus through the com- so 
munlcation channel, and providing the content signal to 
the content receiver apparatus. 
[0022] A mettiod of receiving meta-information, 
according to the present invention, comprises steps of 
receiving a meta-information schema indicating a data 55 
configuration of meta-information concerning a content 
signal, receiving the meta-information, and detecting a 
data configuration of the received meta-information. 



based on the meta-information schema. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0023] 

FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining a content provid- 
ing system to which the present Invention is 
applied. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the structure of a 
broadcasting station in the content providing sys- 

FIG. 3 Is a diagram showing the structure of a 
receiver terminal of the content providing system. 

FIG. 4 is a view for explaining a meta-information 
schema based on a PICS data model. 

FIG. 5 is a view for explaining a meta-information 
schema of a predetermined transfer format. 

FIG. 6 is a view showing an example in case where 
a meta-information schema based on the PICS 
data model shown in FIG. 4 Is converted Into a 
meta-information schema of the predetermined for- 
mat shown In FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a view for explaining meta-information 
based on the PICS data model. 

FIG. 8 Is a view for explaining meta-information of a 
predetemiined transfer format. 

FIG. 9 is a view for explaining information described 
in a meta-information filtering mask In meta-infor- 
mation of the predetermined transfer format. 

FIG. 10 is a view showing a specific example of 
meta-information of the predetermined transfer for- 
mat. 

FIG. 1 1 is a view showing another specific example 
(rf meta-information of ttie predetennined transfer 
format. 

FIG. 12 is a view for explaining locator information 
in meta-information of tiie predetermined tisansfer 
format. 

FIG. 1 3 Is a view showing a dialog box displayed by 
a profile generator section of ttie receiver terminal 
shown in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 14 is a view for explaining profile information 
generated by ttie profBe generator section. 
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FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing the contenis of 
processing by the receiver terminal shewn in FIG. 
3. 

FIG. 16 is aflovrehart showing the detailed contents s 
of the data receive processing shown in FIG. 15. 

FIG. 1 7 Is a view for explaining a RDF data model. 

FIG. 1 8 is a view showing description of a program io 
genre hierarchy and description of a parental guide 
hierarchy, bit pattern information for generating a fil- 
tering mask after converting these pieces of infor- 
mation into a predetermined transfer format, and a 
filtering mask bit pattern with respect to a certain is 
content. 

FIG. 19 is a view showing an example of a format 
when storing a filtering mask bit pattern into a sec- 
tion format'on according to the MPEG-2 system. 2o 

FIG. 20 is a view showing another example of a for- 
mat when storing a filtering mask bit pattern Into a 
section format according to the MPEG-2 system. 

Best Mode for Can-ying out the Invention 

[0024] In the following, best modes of the embodi- 
ments according to the present invention will be 
explained with reference to the appended drawings. so 
[0025] FIG. 1 shows an example of the structure of 
a content providing system to which the present inven- 
tion is applied. 

[0026] The content providing system 1 to which the 
present invention is applied Includes a broadcasting 3s 
station 1 1 which provides content dala through a multi- 
ple-address network 2 such as cable broadcasting or 
satellite broadcasting, information providing apparatus 
12 (12a and 12b) which provides content data through 
an interactive network 3 such as Internet or the like, and to 
a receiver terminal 13 (13a and 13b) which obtains con- 
tent data from the broadcasting station 1 1 or the infor- 
mation providing apparatus 12. 
[0027] Based on a database, the broadcasting sta- 
tion 11 manages content data to be provided, meta- 4S 
information concerning the content data, and a meta- 
infbrmation schema indicating the data configuration of 
the meta-infbrmation. The broadcasting station 1 1 pro- 
vides the receiver terminal 13 with the content data, 
meta-infbrmation, and meta-information schema. The so 
information providing aw3aratus 12 manages content 
data to be provided, meta-infbrmation concerning the 
content data, and a meta-infbrmation schema indicating 
the data configuration of the meta-infbrmation. with use 
of a database. The information providing apparatus 12 55 
provides the receiver terminal 13 with the content data, 
meta-information, and meta-information schema. Ktote 
that the information providing apparatus 12 once trans- 



nnts the content data, meta-information, and meta-infor- 
mation schema, which are managed on its own 
database, to the broadcasting statfon 11 through the 
interactive network 3, and thereafter provides them also 
to the receiver temiinal 13 through the multiple-address 
network 2. 

[0028] FIG. 2 shows the structure of the broadcast- 
ing statfon 1 1 of the content providing system 1 . 
[0029] The broadcasting station 1 1 includes a con- 
tent data storage section 21 for storing content data, a 
meta-information storage section 22 for storing meta- 
information, a meta-infbrmation schema storage section 
23 for storing a meta-information schema, a meta-infor- 
mation converter section 24 for converting meta-infor- 
mation Into a predetermined transfer format, a meta- 
information schema converter section 25 for converting 
a meta-information schema into a predetermined trans- 
fer format, a transfer section 26 for transferring content 
data, meta-information converted into a predetermined 
transfer format, and a meta-information schema through 
the multiple-address network 2, a data retrieve section 
27 for retrieving content data or the like upon request 
from ttie receiver terminal 13, and a comnrainication 
control section 28 for transferring the retrieved content 
data or the like through the interactive network 3. 
[0030] The content data storage section 21 stores 
content data to be provided for the receiver terminal 1 3. 
The content data to be provided is, for example, televi- 
sion program data or the like for broadcasting. Note that 
the content data storage section 21 may store program 
data or tiie like written according to HTTP. 
[0031] The meta-information storage section 22 
stores meta-information concerning the content data 
stored in the content data storage section 21 . 
[0032] Meta-information used herein is Information 
which describes attributes and the like of content data 
and is provided for the receiver terminal 1 3, for example, 
added to content data. Meta-infbrmation describes 
attributes of content data classified into one or more 
articles. For example, in case where television program 
data is provided as content data, attributes classified 
into a plurality of articles are described in the meta- 
information of ttie content data, e.g., the program title of 
flie television program data is "News at Seven O'clock", 
ttie program genre of ttie television program data is 
"News", ttie on-air time of ttie television program data is 
"7:00 to 7:30", ttie parental guide of tiie television pro- 
gram data is "G". Also, In case where program data is 
provided as content data through a network such as 
data broadcasting, internet, or the like, attributes thereof 
classified into a plurality of articles are described in the 
meta-information of the content data, e.g., the program 
tifle of the program data is "~ Game", the program genre 
of ttie program data is "Game Program", and the OS 
(Operating System) compatible wfth tiie program data Is 
"Windows 95 (conmiercial name)". The meta-informa- 
tion storage section 22 stores pieces of meta-informa- 
tion in data formats respectively con-esponding to 
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pieces of content data. For example, the meta-inibrma- 
tion storage section 22 stores meta-information pieces 
in data formats of plural types which have no compafiWI- 
ity In description formats, such tat the data formats of 
the meta-information pieces respectively correspond to s 
the data formats of their own content data pieces, e.g., 
meta-information based on a PICS data model, meta- 
information based on a RDF data model, and meta- 
informatton in the EIT format which describes a program 
title, on-air time, and the like. io 
[0033] The meta-information schema storage sec- 
tion 23 stores meta-information schema incficating the 
data configuration of meta-information stored in the 
meta-information storage section 22. 
[0034] The meta-information schema used herein is is 
information which defines the data configuration of 
meta-information. The meta-information schema is 
used by the receiver terminal 13 to translate the content 
of the meta-information added to content data to be pro- 
vided. Attributes of content data classified into a plural- zo 
ity of articles are described in flie meta-information, and 
the meta-information schema defines what kind of 
attribute is included in which layout in the meta-informa- 
tion, for every article. 

[0035] For example, in case where television pro- ss 
gram data is provided as content data, the meta-infor- 
mation thereof describes attributes of "Program Tifle: 
News at 7 0'clocl<". "Program Genre: News", "On-Air 
Time: 7:00-7:30". and "Parental Guide: G". Corre- 
spondingly, the meta-information schema defines that so 
the attributes of the meta-information are described, 
classified into the articles of "Program Title", "Program 
Genre". "On-Air Time", and "Parental Guide". The meta- 
information schema further defines specific contente of 
the attributes described in ttie articles. The specific as 
attributes described in the articles are as follows. For 
example, in case of an article of "Program Genre", the 
specific attribute is "Cinema", "News", "Sports", or the 
like. In case of an article of "On-Air Time", the specific 
attribute is "7:00-730", "7:30-8:00", "8:00-8:30", or 40 
the like. 

[0036] For example, in case where program data is 
provided as content data, the meta-information 
describes attributes of "Program Title: ~ Game". "Pro- 
gram Genre: Game Program", and "Compatible OS: « 
Windows 95 (commercial name)". Corresponcfingly, the 
meta-information schema defines tiiat ttie attributes of 
this meta-information are described, classified into the 
articles of "Program Titie", "Program Genre", and "Com- 
patible OS". The meta-information schema further so 
defines spedfic contents of the attributes described in 
ttie articles and the layout of ttie attributes. The spedfic 
attrSxjtes described in the articles are as follows. For 
example, in case of an article of "Program Genre", ttie 
specific attribute is 'Still Image Data". "Audfo Data". 55 
"Game", or the like. In case of an artide of "Compatible 
OS", tine spedfic attribute is "Windows 98 (commercial 
name)", "IVIac OS (commercial name)", or ttie like. 



[0037] Since the meta-information is defined in this 
manner, the receiver terminal 13 is capable of translat- 
ing, upon receipt of content data, ttie contents 
descnlied in the meta-information ttiereof for every clas- 
sified artide witti use of ttie meta-information schema 
thereof, ttiereby to determine ttte attributes of the con- 
tent data. 

[0038] Also, the description format and the data 
contents of the meta-information differ and can be 
updated, depending on ttie type of the receiver terminal 
to which a content is provided and on ttie contente of ttie 
content. For example, if one same content is changed 
as ttie time elapses and ttie meta-information thereof is 
changed, the meta-information ttiereof can be updated 
in accordance with ttie change made on the contents of 
ttie content since the meta-information has one same 
data configuration. 

[0039] The mela-information schema storage sec- 
tion 23 stores a plurality of meta-information schemas 
and identifies ttie meta-information schemas by IDs. so 
as to respond to updating of ttie meta-information and to 
ttie differences between description formats of ttie 
mete-information. For example, the mete-information 
schema storage section 23 stores a plurality of meta- 
information schemes. e.g., a meta-information schema 
whtoh defines that mete-information describes 
attributes classified into artides of "Program Titie", "Pro- 
gram Genre", "On-Air Time", and "Parentel Guide" as 
described above, and a meta-information schema which 
defines ttiat mete-information describes attributes das- 
sified into artides of "Program Titie", "Program Genre", 
and "Corrpafble OS". An ID is added to every of these 
mete-information schemas, so that these schemas are 
identified. Also, ttiis mete-information storage section 
22 stores mete-information such ttiat the mete-informa- 
tion conteins ttie same ID as ttiat added to the mete- 
infonnation schema related thereto. 
[0040] Also, mete-information is provided as an 
appendix to content date provided for ttie receiver tenni- 
nal 13. However, a mete-information schema may be 
provided for the receiver terminal 1 3 eittier as an appen- 
dix to content date or as independent information before 
providing the content data. In tiie case where a meta- 
infonnation schema is independentiy provided for a 
receiver terminal 13 before providing content date, ttie 
mete-information schema may be provided ttirough 
communication via a multiple-uldress network 2 or by 
another mettiod of using a recording medium, such as 
an optical disK a memory card, or the like. 
[0041] The meta-information converter sedion 24 
converts meta-information stored in the mete-informa- 
tion storage section 22, into a predeterntined transfer 
format. There is a case ttiat the description format of 
mete-infomiation stored in ttie mete-infbrmation storage 
section 22 differs for every content data piece or for 
every information providing apparatus 12. For example, 
the meta-information storage section 22 stores meta- 
information of a plurality of different description formats. 
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such as meta-infbrmation based on a PICS data model, 
tneta-infbrmation based on a RDF data model. How- 
ever, the mela-lnformation Is converted into a predeter- 
mined transfer format by the meta-information converter 
section 24 and is then provided for a receiver terminal 5 
13. 

[0042] The meta-information schema converter 
section 25 converts a meta-information schema stored 
in the meta-information schema, into a predetermined 
transfer format. There is a case that the description for- 10 
mat of the meta-information schema stored in the meta- 
information schema storage section 25 differs for every 
content data to be dealt with, or for wery Information 
providing apparatus 12 which provides content data. 
For example, the meta-information schema storage 15 
section 25 stores meta-infbrmation schemas of a plural- 
ity of different description formats, such as a mela-lnfor- 
mation schema based on the PICS data model, a meta- 
information schema based on the RDF data model, and 
the like. However, the description format of each meta- 20 
information schema is converted Into one same prede- 
termined transfer format by the meta-information 
schema converter section 25 and is then provided for a 
receiver terminal 13. 

[0043] The transfer section 26 transfers the meta- 25 
information converted into a predetermined transfer for- 
mat, the meta-information schema converted into a pre- 
determined transfer format by the meta-information 
schema converter section 25, and content data stored 
in the content data storage section 21 , to a receiver ter- 30 
minal 13 through a multiple-address network 2, for 
exanple, by multi-layering the meta-information, 
schema, and content data. 

[0044] The data retrieve section 27 retrieves con- 
tent data, meta-information, and a meta-information for ss 
which a transfer request Is made through the Interactive 
network 3 from a receiver terminal 13. 
[0045] The communication control section 28 
extracts the content data, meta-information, and meta- 
information schema retrieved by ttie data retrieve sec- 40 
tion 27, and transmits them to the receiver terminal 13 
through the interactive network 3. Note that this commu- 
nication control section 28 multi-layers the meta-infor- 
mation converted into a predetermined transfer format 
by the meta-information converter section, the meta- 46 
information schema converted Into a predetermined 
transfer format by the meta-information schema con- 
verter section 25, and tine content data stored In the 
content data storage section 21 and transfers tiien to 
the receiver terminal 1 3, like in the ti-ansfer section 26. so 
[0046] in the broadcasting station 11 having the 
structure as described above, the description formats of 
the meta-information and the meta-information schema 
which differ for every piece of content data are con- 
verted into a predetermined transfer format, and can be 55 
transferred together with the content data to ttie receiver 
terminal 13. 

[0047] Also, ttie information providing apparatus 1 2 



of the content providing system 1 manages ttie content 
data to be provided, the meta-infbrmation related to ttie 
content data, and the meta-information schema indicat- 
ing ttie data configuration of ttie meta-information, witii 
use of a database. The content data provided by the 
information providing apparatus 12 are, for example, 
pages on the WWW and the like. The information pro- 
viding apparatus 12 provides a broadcasting station 1 1 
or a receiver terminal 13 with the content data, meta- 
information. and meta-information schema, through the 
interactive network 3. Also, ttie Information providing 
apparatus 12 provides the broadcasting station 1 1 witti 
ttie content data, meta-information, and meta-informa- 
tion schema managed on the database, through the 
interactive network 3, and can further provide them to 
ttie receiver terminal 13 through the multiple-address 
network 2. Also, ttie broadcasting station 1 1 and the 
information providing apparatus 12 may ti'ansmit ttie 
meta-information and meta-information schema to ttie 
receiver terminal 13 through the multiple-address net- 
work 2 or the interactive network 3, and many ti-ansmit 
ttie content data stored in the content data storage sec- 
tion 21 of ttie broadcasting station 1 1 or the information 
providing apparatus 12, in response to a request from 
the receiver terminal 13 which has received the meta- 
information and meta-information schema. 
[0048] The information providing apparahjs 12 has 
ttie same structure as ttie broadcasting station 11 
except ttiat the apparatus 1 2 does not Include the trans- 
fer section 26 for ti-ansferring data to ttie multiple- 
address network 2. 

[0049] The information providing apparatus 12 is 
capable of converting the format of meta-information 
and a meta-information schema, which differs for every 
piece of content data or from ttie description formats of 
ottier information providing apparatuses, into a prede- 
termined transfer format, and can then ti'ansfer ttiem 
together with content data to a receiver terminal 13. 
[0050] FIG. 3 shows the structure of ttie receiver 
terminal 13 in the content providing system 1. 
[0051] The receiver terminal 13 conprises a 
receiver section 31 for receiving content data, meta- 
information, and a meta-information schema provided 
ttirough a multple network 2. a communication control 
section 32 for receiving content date, meta-information, 
and a meta-information schema provided through an 
interactive network 3, an information schema storage 
section 33 for storing the received meta-information 
schema, a profile generator section 34 for generating 
profile information based on an operation input by a 
user, a user profile storage section 35 for storing the 
generated profile information, a meta-information filter 
secti'on 36 for filtering ttie received meta-information 
based on the profile Information, a meta-information 
storage section for storing ttie filtered meta-information, 
a content data receiver section 38 for obtaining content 
date corresponding to ttie filtered meta-information, and 
a content date storage section 39 for storing the 
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Obtained content dala. Note that the profile generator 
section 34 is provided wHh a monitor 34a and an input 
section 34b. 

[0052] The receiver section 31 receives content 
data, meta-lnformation, and a meta-information schema s 
provided through the multiple-address network 2 from 
the broadcasting station 1 1 . 
[0053] The communication control section 32 
requests the broadcasting station 1 1 or the information 
providing apparatus 12 to provide content data or the io 
like, through the interactive netvrork 3, and receives 
content data, meta-information, and a meta-inlbrmatlon 
schema which are provided in response to the request 
[0054] The meta-information schema storage sec- 
tion 33 stores the received meta-information schema, w 
The meta-information schema stored in the meta-infor- 
mation schema storage section 33 may be prevfousiy 
stored prior to providing of content data. Note that a 
meta-information schema stored in the meta-informa- 
tion schema storage section 33 prior to providing of con- 20 
tent data may be provided through the multiple-address 
network 2 and the interactive network 3 or may be pro- 
vided by another method, e.g., by using a recording 
medium such as an optical disk, a memory card, or the 
like. 25 
I0055J The profile generator section 34 displays 
information defined in the meta-information schema 
stored in the meta-information schema storage section 
33, on the monitor 34a. This section 34 also receives an 
operation input through an input section 345 from a so 
user, and generates profile information specific to the 
user. For example, the profile generator section 34 dis- 
plays a plurality of attributes of the meta-information 
defined in the meta-information schema, classified into 
articles. The user selects any of the attributes of the as 
content data, with use of an input section 34b Including 
a pointer or the like. Further, this profile generator sec- 
tton 34 generates profile informatton which specifies the 
selected attribute of the content data. 
[0056] For example, in case of a meta-information 40 
schema which defines the data configuration of meta- 
information related to television program data, the meta- 
information schema thereof defines "Cinema", "News". 
"Sports" as the "Program Genre". "7:00-7:30" or 
"7:00-7:30" as the "On-Air Time", ete. The profile gen- « 
erator section 34 displays these attributes on the moni- 
tor 34a, for example, classified into articles. If the user 
selects the "Program Genre", a time range, and the like 
concerning the television program data which the user 
desires to watch, the profile generator section 34 gener- so 
ates profile infonnation indicating the attributes such as 
"Program Genre: News". "On-Air Time: 7:00-7:30", and 
the like which the user has selected. 
[0057] Note that the profile generator section 34 
need not always generate the profile information in 55 
accordance with a selection by a user but may gener- 
ates profile information with use of a mechanical auto- 
matic selection device or the like. 



[0058] The user profile storage section 35 stores 
profile information generated by the profile generator 
section 34. 

[0059] The meta-infomiation filter section 36 
extracts, by filtering, only the meta-information, which 
matehes with the condition, indicated in the prrfile infor- 
mation, among received meta-information. For exam- 
ple, only the meta-information which describes 
"Program Genre: News" and "On-Air Time: 7:00-7:30" 
is extracted by filtering. 

[0060] The meta-information storage section 37 
stores the meta-lnfbrmatton extracted by the meta-infor- 
mation filter section 36. 

[0061] The content data receiver section 38 is pro- 
vided with pieces of content data received by the 
receiver section 31 and the communication control sec- 
tion 32. and obtains a piece of content data which con-e- 
sponds to the meta-information stored in the meta- 
information storage section 37. 
[0062] The content data storage section 39 stores 
the piece of content data obtained by the content date 
receiver section 38. 

[0063] As described above, the receiver terminal 1 3 
obtains content data provided by the broadcasting sta- 
tion 11 and the information providing apparatus 12, 
meta-information concerning the content data, and a 
mete-informatfon schema indicating the date configura- 
tion of the mete-information, through the multiple net- 
work 2 and the interactive network 3. The receiver 
terminal 13 receives mete-information and mete-infor- 
mation schemes, which always have one same transfer 
format and do not differ depending on differences 
between pieces of content date and between types of 
information providing apparatuses. A user of the con- 
tent providing system 1 can refer to provided television 
programs and contente of the WWW with use of the 
receiver terminal 13. 

[0064] Further, the receiver terminal 13 Is capable 
of efficiently providing date and of flexibly selecting and 
receiving data by transferring meta-information and 
mete-information schemas which achieves improved fil- 
tering efficiency and transfer efficiency 
[0065] Next, specific explanation will be made of a 
case wrhere mete-information and mete-information 
schemas based on a PICS data model are converted 
Into mete-information and mete-informatfon schema of 
a predetermined transfer format by the mete-informa- 
tion converter section 24 and the meta-information 
schema converter section 25 of the broadcasting station 
11. 

[0066] FIG. 4 shows an example of a mete-informa- 
tion schema based on the PICS data model. 
[0O67] The meta-information schema based on this 
PICS date model comprises a plurality of pieces of cat- 
egory informafion for classifying the attributes of content 
data, and a plurality of labels for specifying the 
attributes of the content date. 
[0068] In case of a PICS date model, categories 
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such as "Genre" and "Parental Qude" are provided to 
classify the attributes of content data. 
[0069] In the PICS data mod^, as labels which 
specify the attribute of the category classified into 
"Genre", there are provided "Cinema or Drama (value s 
1)", "News or Cun-ent Events (Value 2)", "Show or Game 
Show (Value 3)". "Sports (Value 4)", "Programs for Chil- 
dren and Young People (Value 5)", "Music, Ballet, or 
Dance (Value 6)", "Art or Culture (Value 7)", "Education, 
Science, Events, or Topics (Value 8)", and "Leisure or io 
Mobby (Value 9}". Also, in the PICS data model, as the 
labels which specify the attributes of the category clas- 
sified into "Parental Guide", there are provided "G(Value 
1)", "PG(Value 2)", "PG-13 (Value 3)", "R(Value4)". and 
"NC-17 (Value 5)". Note that the combination of an i5 
alphabet such as G, PG, or the like and a number rep- 
resents the ages of audience or the like who can watch 
the television program. 

[0070] The contents of the meta-information 
schema based on this PICS data model are translated 2o 
by the meta-information schenfia converter section 25 
and are converted into a meta-information schema of a 
predetermined transfer format 
[0071] A specific example of a mela-infbrmation 
schema of a predetermined transfer format converted 25 
by the meta-information schema converter section 25 is 
shown in FIG. 5. 

[0072] A meta-information schema of a predeter- 
mined transfer format consists of, for example, informa- 
tion type data 40. a schema ID 41 . an article name 42. so 
an attribute name 43 Indicating the attribute of the con- 
tent data in the article name, a mask pattern 44 where 
the attribute name 43 is expressed as a bit sequence, 
and bit-length information indicating the bit length of the 
mask pattern 44. ss 
[0073] The information type data 40 is a header 
which indicates that the data described below the infor- 
mation type data 40 Is a meta-information schema. 
[0074] The schema ID 41 is an ID appended to 
identify the type of the meta-information schema. 4o 
[0075] The article name 42 Is the name of the arti- 
cle into which the attribute indicated by the meta-infor- 
mation is classified. For example, in case where a meta- 
information schema of the PICS data model is con- 
verted into this predetermined transfer format, a specific 4S 
name (e.g., "Genre". "Parental Guide", or the like) is 
described in the article name 42. 
[0076] The attribute name 43 is the name of the 
attribute indicated in the meta-information. For example, 
in case where a meta-information schema of the PICS so 
data model is converted into the predetermined transfer 
format, a specific name of a label (e.g.. "Cin- 
ema/Drama". "G", or the lite) is described in the 
attribute name 43. This attribute name 43 is provided, 
appended to each article name 42 described above, ss 
and is also information positioned as a lower layer 
below the article name 43. 

[0077] Tlie mask pattern 44 is binary data indicat- 
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ing each attribute name 43. At least one mask pattern 
44 is described for every attribute name 43, and each 
mask pattern 44 has an inherent value which is different 
from the binary data of anothar attribute name 43. In 
addition, mask patterns 44 having an equal bit length 
are respectively described in the attribute names 43 
grouped in one same article name. 
[0078] The bit lengtii information 44 is information 
which indicates Uie bit length of the bet sequence of the 
mask pattern 44. The value of the bit length Information 
44 may differ between the article names 42. For exam- 
ple, in case of the PICS data model, the bit length of the 
mask pattern may differ for every category 
[0079] More spedfically, FIG. 6 shows an example 
in which meta-information based on tiie PICS data 
model shown in FIG. 4 is converted into the meta-infor- 
mation schema of the predetermined transfer format 
shown in FIG. 5. 

[0080] As shown in FIG. 6, for example, "0" is 
described as a schema ID in the meta-information 
schema converted into a predetermined transfer format. 
"Genre" and "Parental Guide" are described as article 
names 42. As the attribute names 43 in the lower layers 
below the article name "Genre", "Cinema/Drama", 
"News/Current Events", "Show/Game Show", "Sports", 
"Programs for Children/Young People", "Music/Bal- 
let/Dance" "Art/Culture", "Education/Sci- 
ence/EventsHbpics". and " Leisure/Hobby" are 
described. As attribute names 43 in the layers below the 
article name "Parental Guide". "G". "PG", "PG-13". "R", 
and "NC-ir are described. 

[0081 ] Further, for example. "9" is described as the 
article "Genre" bit length information 45, so ttie bit 
length of each of the mask patterns 44 indicating the 
attribute names of the article "Genre" is set to 9 bits. 
Also, for example, "6" is described as the article "Paren- 
tal Guide" bit length Information 45, so the bit lengtii of 
each of flie mask patterns 44 indicating the attribute 
names of the article "Parental Guide" is set to 5 bits. 
[0082] Mask patterns 44 which respectively corre- 
spond to attribute names 42 classified into the "Genre" 
are, for exanple, as follows. 

"Cinema/Drama": "000000001" 

"News/Current Events": "000000010" 

"Show/Game Show": "000000100" 

"Sports": "000001000" 

"Programs for ChilcfrenAbung People": 
"000010000" 

"Music/Ballel/Dance": "000100000" 
"Art/Culture":"001000000" 
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"Educatfon/Sdence/Eventsnbpics": 'Y)10000000" 

"Leisure/Hobby": "100000000" 

[0083] Mask patterns 44 which respectively corre- 
spond to attribute names 42 dassifiecl into the "Parental 
Guide" are. for example, as follows. 

"G":"0000r 

"PQ": "00010" 

"PG-13": "00100" 

"R": "01000" 

"NC-17": "10000" 

[0084] As descrbed, the description format of the 
meta-information schema based on the PICS data 
model is converted by the meta-information converter 
section 25. Note that the binary data described as the 
mask pattern 44 is limited to those described above but 
may have any bit length and specific value. Also, for 
exanple. in case where the transfer section 26 transfers 
content data, meta-information, and a meta-infbrmatlon 
schema by means of a transport stream according to 
MPEG, a PID (Packet Identification) is appended to 
identify each of the information. In this case, the meta- 
information schema to be transferred need not be 
added with information type data 40. FIG. 7 shows an 
example of meta-information based on the PICS data 
model. In the meta-information based on the PICS data 
model, the attribute of the content data Indicated by the 
meta-information are expressed by describing one label 
for every category. For example, if the attribute of the 
content data to be transferred to a user Is "Cinema or 
Drama" and the parental guide thereof is 'R', meta- 
information of "Genre: Cinema/Drama", "Parental 
Guide: R" is appended to the content data, as shown in 
FIG. 7. 

[0085] The contents of the meta-information thus 
based on the PICS data model are translated and con- 
verted into a predetermined transfer format by the meta- 
infonnatlon converter section 24. 
[0066] FIG. 8 shows a specific example of meta- 
Infonnation having the predetermined transfer format 
converted by the meta-infbrmatlon converter section 24. 
[0087] The meta-information of the predetermined 
transfer format is constructed by, for exanple, informa- 
tion type data 50, a meta-infbrmatlon filtering mask 51 , 
additional meta-information 52, an additional meta- 
infbrmatlon locator 53, and a content locator 54. 
[0088] The information type data 50 is a he^er 
indicating that data indicated below the information type 
data 50 is meta-information. 
[0089] The meta-information filtering mask 51 is 
information indicating the attributes of content data. 



This meta-information filtering mask 51 is information, 
attributes of which are converted into binary data by 
using a meta-information schema of the predetemiined 
transfer format descr9}ed above. 
s [0O9O] Specifically, the meta-information filtering 
mask 51 conprises a schema ID 55 and a filtering mask 
pattern 56 subsequent to the schema ID 55, as shown 
in FIG. 9. 

[0091] The schema ID 55 is information indicating 
10 which meta-information schema the meta-information 
filtering mask 51 con-esponds to For example, this 
schema ID 55 is tiie same value as the schema ID 41 
described in the meta-information schema of the prede- 
termined transfer format. 
IS [0092] The filtering mask pattern 56 is information 
in which a mask pattern 44 defined in a meta-informa- 
tion schema is used to describe the attributes of the 
content data indicated by the meta-information. In the 
filtering mask pattern 56. mask patterns 44 correspond- 
20 ing in number to classified articles are described and 
disposed, so as to make con-espondence to the 
attributes of content data which are respectively classi- 
fied into the articles. 

[0093] For example, if the meta-information schema 

25 of the predetermined transfer format shown in FIG. 6 is 
referred to and meta-information of this transfer format 
is generated from mela-information 57a based on a 
PICS data model of "Genre: Cinema/Drama" and 
"Parental Guide: R" as shown in FIG. 10, the filtering 

30 mask pattern 56 thereof is the meta-information 57b of 
tile predetermtined transfer fomiat in which "0" is the 
schema ID 55 and "000000001" and "01000" are dis- 
posed as the filtering mask pattern 56. 
[0094] Otherarise, if tiie meta-information schema 

3S of ttie predeternv'ned format shown in FIG. 6 is referred 
to and meta-information of this ti^nsfer format is gener- 
ated from meta-information 57c based on a PICS data 
model of "Genre: News/Cun'ent Events" and "Parental 
Guide: G" as shown in FIG. 1 1, the filtering mask pat- 

« tern 56 tiiereof is the meta-information 57d of ttie prede- 
termined transfer format in which the schema ID 55 is 
"0" and "000000001" and "01000" are disposed as the 
filtering mask pattern 56. 

[0095] The additional meta-information 52 is infor- 
ms mation which defines those attributes of content data 
ttiat are not defined by the mask pattern of ttie meta- 
information schema of the predetermined ti-ansfer for- 
mat For example, meta-information concerning televi- 
sion program data generally contain an attribute such 
50 as "Program Titie" in addition to the attributes classified 
into ttie articles of "Genre" and "Parental Guide". The 
atb-ibute of "Program Titie" Is difficult to define previ- 
ously by a meta-information schema, and is therefore 
descried as additional meta-information. Note that this 
55 additional meta-information 52 may be described if nec- 
essary, e.g., if tiiere is an attribute which cannot be 
descrS}ed in the meta-information schema. 
[0096] The additional meta-information locator 53 is 
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information which points the location where the infonna- 
tion of the attribute that cannot be described Is stored, if 
there is information of the attribute which has a large 
data size and therefore cannot be described In the addi- 
tional meta-information 52. This additional meta-infor- 5 
mation locator may be described if necessary. 
[0097] The content locator 54 is information which 
points the location of content data which Is defined in 
the meta-lnfbrmation of the predetermined transfer for- 
mat. 10 
[0098] The additional mela-information locator 53 
and the content locator 54 are each constituted by, for 
example, a locator type 58 and a locator 59. The locator 
59 stores, for example, a URL (Uniform Resource Loca- 
tor) at which a pointed content is stored, an ID (trans- is 
port ID, PID, service ID, event ID, tale ID) of the 
transport stream of MPEG in which a pointed content is 
contained, a DVB (Digital Video Broadcasting) data in 
which a pointed content is contained, a carousel ID of 
data carousel, a module ID, or the like. The locator type 20 
58 is information indicating the type of data of the loca- 
tor 59. 

[0099] As described above, meta-information of a 
predetermined transfer format is described with use of a 
mask pattern which defines attributes of content data by ss 
a meta-information schema of a predetermined transfer 
format. Therefore, it is possible to transfer meta-infor- 
mation and a meta-information schema with an 
improved filtering efficiency and also with an improved 
transfer efficiency, so data can be provided efficiently 30 
and selectively received with flexibility In addition, in 
case where meta-information is filtered by the receiver 
side, necessary meta-information can be obtained from 
many pieces of meta-information at a high speed. 
[0100] Nad, a method of generating profile informa- 35 
tion in the receiver terminal 13 will be explained, and 
contents of data receiver processing will be explained In 
more details. 

[0101] At first, the meta-information schema stor- 
age section 33 of the receiver terminal 13 stores meta- 40 
information converted Into a predetermined transfer for- 
mat by the meta-information schema converter section 
25 of the broadcasting station 1 1 . 
[0102] The profile generator section 34 is supplied 
with a meta-information schema of the predetermined 45 
transfer format stored in the meta-information schema 
storage section 33. For example, the section 34 is sup- 
plied with a meta-information schema as shown in FIG. 
6. which is obtained by converting a meta-information 
schema based on the PICS data model into a predeter- so 
mined transfer format The profile generator section 34 
refers to the supplied meta-information schema, and 
displays a dialog box 60 for ir¥)utting selection informa- 
tion titled "receive content setting", for example, as 
shown in FIG. 1 3, on the monitor 34a. ss 
[01 03] Information for setting a genre of a television 
program to be received is displayed in a region 60a of 
the dialog box 60. Also, in the region 60b of the dialog 



box 60, a slider for setting a parental guide of a telari- 
slon program to be received is displtyed. Further, an 
execute button 60c for starting execution of generation 
of profile Information based on the contents and a can- 
cel button 60d for canceling the set contents are dis- 
played in this dialog box 60. 
[0104] A user selects attributes of a television pro- 
gram which the user desires to watch, and inputs selec- 
tion information to the profile generator section 34. The 
profile generator section 34 generates profile Informa- 
tion based on the selection information inputted by the 
user. 

[0105] Suppose that a user selects "Cin- 
ema/Drama" as a genre of a television program with use 
of the dialog box 60 and selects "PG" as a parental 
guide. In this case, when the user clocks the selection 
button 60c of this dialog box 60, the profile generator 
section 34 compares information (e.g., "Genre: Cin- 
ema/Drama" and "Parental Guide: PG" in this case) 
selected by the user with a meta-information schema of 
a predetermined transfer format (e.g., a meta-informa- 
tion schema shown in FIG. 6), thereby to generate pro- 
file information for filtering the meta-information 
selected by the user. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 14, 
this prof ite information is constituted by a schema ID 61 
for Identifying meta-information of the predetermined 
transfer format referred to and a filtering mask pattern 
62 described in the meta-information schema. For 
example, in this case, "0" as the schema ID 61, binary 
bits of "000000001" corresponding to "Genre: Cin- 
ema/Drama" as the filtering mask pattern 61 , and binary 
bits of "00010" corresponding to "Parental Guide: PG" 
are described, disposed in line. 
[01 06] This profile information has a description for- 
mat common to that of the meta-information (which is 
shown in FIG. 9) converted into a predetermined trans- 
fer format. Therefore, the profile Information thus gener- 
ated is sent to the user prcSM storage section 35, and 
the meta-information filter section 36 refers to stored 
profite Information, thereby to enable filtering of the 
meta-information. 

[01 07] A flowchart showing the contents of process- 
ing by this receiver terminal 13 is shown In FIG. 15. 
[0108] At first, when any data is transmitted to a 
receiver terminal 1 3 tiirough a multiple-address network 
2 or an interactive network 3. the receiver section 31 or 
ttie communication control section 32 thereof receives 
data transmitted from a broadcasting station 11 or an 
information providing apparatus 12 (step 81). 
[01 09] Subsequentiy, the receiver section 31 or the 
comnuinication control section 32 refers to tiie informa- 
tion type 40 and determines whether or not received 
data is a meta-information schema (step 82). If the 
received data is a meta-information schema, the 
receiver section 31 or the communication control sec- 
tion 32 sends flie received data to the mete-infbrmation 
schema storage section 33. and the meta information 
schema storage section 33 stores the meta-information 
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schema (step S3). 

[0110] Subsequently, the receiver section 31 or the 
communication control section 32 refers to the informa- 
tion type 50 and determines whether the received data 
is meta-information (step S4). s 
[0111J The receiver section 31 and the communica- 
tion control section 32 sends the received data to the 
meta-information filter section 36 if the received data is 
meta-information. The meta-information filter section 35 
compares whether or not the meta-information thus io 
sent and the profile information stored in the user profile 
storage section 35 correspond to each other (step S5). 
If the received meta-information corresponds to the pro- 
file information as a result of comparison, the meta- 
information filter section 36 sends the meta-information i5 
corresponding to the profile information, to the informa- 
tion storage section 37, and the meta-information stor- 
age section 37 stores the meta-information (step S6). 
[0112] Subsequently, if the received data is not 
meta-information, the receiver section 31 or the com- so 
munication control section 32 determines whether or 
not the received content data is content data (step S7). 
[0113] If the received data Is content data, the 
receiver terminal 12 performs data receiving processing 
of the content data (step 88). Also, the receiver terminal 25 
12 terminates the processing as long as the received 
data does not correspond to the profile information, 
even if the received data is not any of a meta-informa- 
tion schema, meta-information, and content data. 
[0114] The processing for receiving content data, so 
shown in the step S8. will be more specifically explained 
with reference to the flowchart shown in FIQ. 16. 
[01 1 5] If the receiver section 31 or the communica- 
tion control section 32 determines the received data as 
content data, the content data receiver section 38 ss 
obtains a content locator (e.g., the content locator 54 
shown in FIQ. 8) described in the meta-information 
(step S1 1). 

[01 1 6] Subsequently, the content data receiver sec- 
tion 38 refers the type of locator of the content locator 4o 
(e.g., the type of locator 58 shown in FIG. 12) and deter- 
mines whether or not the type of the locator is URL (step 
SI 2). 

[0117] Subsequently, if the type of the locator is 
URL, the content data receiver section 38 operates to 4S 
obtain content data specified by the URL described in 
the locator from the information providing apparatus 12, 
for example, through the communication control section 
32 (step SI 3). 

[01 18] Further, the content data receiver section 38 so 
sends the obtained content data to the content data 
storage section 39, and the content data storage sec- 
tion 39 stores the content data (step SI 4). 
[01 1 9] As has been described above, in the content 
providing system 1 according to an embodiment of the ss 
present invention, a meta-information schema indicat- 
ing the data configuration of meta-information Is previ- 
ously transmitted to the receiver terminal 13 and the 



meta-information schema is set in a predetermined 
transfer format. Therefore, meta-information can be 
smocAhly received, regardless of the type of the meta- 
information appended to the content to be received. In 
addition, in the content providing system 1, meta-infor- 
mation is expressed by a simple bit mask, so the 
amount of information to be ti'ansfen-ed as meta-infor- 
mation Is reduced. Furttier, in the content providing sys- 
tem, profile information is generated with use of a meta- 
information schema descrtt>ed in a predetermined 
tianster format, and the profile information is used to f 0- 
ter meta-information expressed by a bit mask of the pre- 
determined transfer format. Therefore, meta- 
information to be selectively received can be filtered at 
a high speed. 

[01 20] Note that, in the content providing system 1 , 
the broadcasting station 1 1 and the information provid- 
ing apparatus 12 each comprise a meta-information 
converter section 24 and a meta-information schema 
converter section 25. These sections 24 and 25 may be 
comprised In the receiver terminal 13. In this case, tiie 
broadcasting station 11 and the information providing 
apparatus 12 each ti-ansmit direcHy meta-information 
and a meta-information schema stored in the meta- 
information storage section 22 and the meta-informa- 
tion schema storage section 23, without converting the 
meta-information and mete-information schema Into a 
predetermined bansfer format. In the receiver terminal 
13, these converstons may be performed by providing 
the meta-information schema converter section 25 
between the meta-information schema storage section 
33 and the profile generator section 34, and by meta- 
information converter section 24 between tiie receiver 
section 31 and tiie meta-information filter section 36. 
[0121] As has been explained above, the embodi- 
ment of the present invention has been explained 
mainly based on an example in which meta-information 
and a meta-information schema based on a PICS data 
model are converted into a predeternrvned tiBnsfer for- 
mat. However, tills content providing system 1 is capa- 
ble of also converting meta-information and a meta- 
infomiation schema based on a RDF data model. In the 
following, explanation wilt be made of an example in 
which meta-information and a meta-information schema 
based on the RDF data model are converted into a pre- 
determined transfer format. 

[0122] FIQ. 17 shows a RDF data mode. The RDF 
data model Is expressed as an oriented graph of two 
nodes of the Resource 63 and the Value 64 and the 
Property Type 65 expressing the relationship between 
ttiese nodes. It is possible to describe the hierarchical 
relationship between tiie nodes, based on tiie RDF data 
model. 

[0123] FIG. 18 shows a program genre hierarchy 
description and a parental guide hierarchy description, 
a bit pattern showing a mask pattern 44 for generating a 
filtering mask pattern 56 after converting the information 
of these descriptions into a predetermined format by the 
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meta-infbrmation schema converter section 25, a mask 
pattern 44, and a filtering masl< bit pattern 56 for a con- 
tent. 

[0124] The program genre based on the RDF data 
model Includes four classes 71 of movie, news, sports, 
and music. The class of movie further includes three 
sub-classes 72 of mystery, action, and SF. The class of 
music Includes two sub-classes 73 of pop and rock. 
Each of these two classes thus has a hierarchical struc- 
ture. 

[0125] Also, a parental guide based on a RDF data 
model includes five classes 74 of G. PQ, PG-13, R, and 
NC-17. 

[01 26] The contents of this class hierarchical struc- 
ture based on the RDF data model are translated by the 
meat-information schema converter section 25 and are 
converted into a meta-information schema of a prede- 
termined format. In addition, the meta-infbrmation con- 
verter section 24 converts the meta-information based 
on this RDF data model into meta-infbrmation of the 
predetermined transfer format. 
[0127] In this case, information required when con- 
verting the meta-infbrmation based on the RDF data 
model into meta-information of the predetermined trans- 
fer format are a bit pattern expressing each node, and 
an offset value indicating the position at which the 
required information is stored in the entire filtering mask 
pattern 56. Examples of these values are shown at off- 
sets and bit patterns In FIG. 18. 
[0128] Consider nowthat information indicating that 
a program genre of a content is rock and a parental 
guide thereof is NC-17 is converted into a filtering mask 
bit pattern 56 by the meta-infbmiatlon converter section 
24. 

[0129] At first, contenis of meta-information of the 
RDF data model are translated by the mela-information 
schema converter section 25, and bit patterns and off- 
set values as shown in FIG. 18 are assigned previously 
to nodes, respectively 

[0130] Specifically, a bit pattern indicating meta- 
information of a content is prepared as follows. 

1) Since the genre is rock, the bit pattern "10" is 
stored from the position of the offset value 3 
assigned to the node of rock Since this offset value 
indicates the position at which the information is 
stored in the entire filtering mask pattern 56, the bit 
pattern "1 0" is an-anged as follows. Note that "XXX" 
indicates a part where the bit pattern stored at the 
position is not determined at this time point. 
->XXX10 

2} Since there is a parent class with respect to the 
program genre of rock and the parental dass Is 
music, a bit pattern "1 00" is stored from the position 
of the offset value "0". 
-> 100 10 



3) Since the parental guide is NC-17, a bit pattern 
"101" is stored from the positton of the offset value 
"5". 

-> 100 10 101 

5 

[0131] As described above, meta-information of 
aContent is converted into information "1 001 01 0 1" to be 
stored in the filtering mask pattern 56. 
[0132] This filtering mask pattern 56 is stored 
10 together with a schema ID 55, into the meta-information 
filtering mask 51 shown in FIG. 9, and Is further used as 
mela-lnformatlon for digital broadcasting based on 
IVIPEG2. 

[0133] In the content providing system 1 , it is thus 

15 possible to convert meta-information based on a RDF 
data model into a predetermined transfer format. There- 
fore, in the content providing system 1. pieces of meta- 
information which have no compatibility between their 
own description formats can be unified and transferred. 

20 Nett, FIG. 1 9 shows an example of a format for storing 
a filtering mask bit patte-n into a data stream of a sec- 
tion format according to the MPEG-2 system or particu- 
larly of a private section format. Note that the nun^ers 
such as "8" and "1" in FIG. 19, as well as the numbers 

25 in FIG. 20, each indicate the byte length of stored data. 
[0134] An identification ID of this 
metadatajsackage.section is stored in the tablejd. A 
flag indicating use or non-use of the 
met«iataj)ackage_8ection is stored in the 

30 senction_syntax_indicator. A flag indicating that infor- 
mation defined by a user is stored in this metadata. 
package_section Is stored in the privatejndiator. Code 
length information the entire metadata, 
package.section is stored in the sectionjength. A flag 

35 indicating whether the metadatajjackage.section 
described herein is valid or not at the current time point 
Is stored In the current_nexLindiator. The 
section_number indicates the section number of this 
metadata_package_section. The last_sectlon_number 

40 indicates the number of the last section. 

[0135] An identification ID for identifying a meta- 
information schema is stored in the 
filteringLmask_schemaJd (denoted at (a) in FIG. 19). 
From the structure of the meta-information schema 

45 identified by this identification ID, it is possible to identify 
which meta-information is stored at which part of the fil- 
tering mask bit sequence. Also, information of the filter- 
ing mask 56 is divided and stored In the regions of 
filteringLmaskJ, filteringLmask_2 (denoted at (b) in 

so Fig. 19) and filteringLmaskJength 
filterinQLmaskJjyte (denoted at (c) in FIG. 19). 
[0136] The regions of filteringLmask and 
filteringLmask_2 can be subjected to hardware filtering 
based on a demultiplexer. By storing information which 

55 particularly requires high-speed filtering among pieces 
of mela-information, the structure can be an-anged so 
as to perfomi more efficient filtering. 
[0137] The regions of for (1 = 0; i <N; i ++) ~ 
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CRC_32 (denoted at (d) in Fig. 19) stores pointer infor- 
mation and the like of a content added with meta-lnlbr- 
mation, e.g., information equivalent to the additional 
meta-information locator 53, the cwntent locator 54, and 
the like shown in FIG. 8. 

[0138] Next, FIG. 20 shows another example of a 
format when storing a filtering mask bit pattern Into a 
data stream of a section format according to the MPEG- 
2 system or particularly of a private section format. 
[0139] The metadatajackagejdescriptor 0 is 
stored in the PMT (Program lUlap Table) in the PSI (Pro- 
gram Specific Information) of the MPEG-2 system and 
indicates information of a stream by which the 
metadata_package_section is transferred. 
[0140] An identification ID for identifying a meta- 
information schema is stored in the 
filtering_madk_schema_id (denoted at (e) in FIG. 20). 
Bit length information of the filtering mask is stored in 
the filtering _maskjength (denoted at (h) in FIG. 20). 
[0141] Further, the meta-information schema 
referred to by the metadata_package_section is 
identified. As a result, it is not necessary to 
add the filtering_mask_schema_id to every 
metadata j3ackage_sectlon like in the case shown in 
FIG. 19. Therefore, the efficiency of encoding is more 
increased. Of course, the format of the 
metadatajjackage .section flowing in one stream is 
limited to one. 

[0142] Information of the filtering mask 56 is divided 
and stored in the regions of f ilteringLmask (denoted at 
(f) in FIG. 20) and filteringLmaskJength ~ 
filteringLmask_byte (denoted at (c) in FIG. 20). The 
region of the filteringLmask can be subjected to hard- 
ware filtering by a denwitiplecer. By storing information 
which particularly requires high-speed filtering among 
pieces of meta-information, the structure can be 
arranged so as to perform more efficient filtering. 
[0143] The regions of for (i = 0; i <N; i ++) ~ 
CRC_32 (denoted at (d) in Fig. 20) stores pointer infor- 
mation and the like of a content added with meta-infor- 
mation, e.g., information equivalent to the additional 
meta-information locator 53, the content locator 54, and 
the like shown in FIG. 8. The length of the filtering mask 
in the regions of for (i =0; i <N; i ++) ~ CRC_32 is indi- 
cated by the filteringLmaskJength (denoted at (h) in 
FIG. 20). 

[0144] As has been described above, In the content 
providing system according to the embodiment of the 
present invention, a meta-information schema Indicting 
the data configuration of the meta-information is trans- 
mitted to a receiver terminal 13. Therefore, data can be 
smoothly received regardless of the type of the meta- 
information appended to the content to be received. In 
addition, in the content providing system 1 , it is possible 
to Improve, for example, the compatibility with the meta- 
information description format on the internet by con- 
verting meta-information and a meta-information 
schema based on a RDF data model Into a predeter- 



mined format. Also, as has been described above, 
transfer of meta-information in digital broadcasb'ng is 
enabled by converting meta-information into a t»tmap 
which achieves a high transfer efficiency and a high fil- 
5 tering efficiency and by storing the bit map into a private 
section of the li/IPEG-2 system. By thus storing the bit- 
map into the private section of the MPEG-2 system, 
high-speed filtering of meta-infonmatfon is enabled with 
use of hardware filtering by a demultiplexer. 

10 

Claims 

1. A content providing system comprising a content 
providing apparatus and a content receiver appara- 

15 tUS, 

wherein the content providing apparatus 
includes 

providing means for providing a content signal 
so to the content receiver apparatus, 

meta-information storage means for storing 
meta-information concerning the content sig- 
nal. 

providing-slde meta-information schema stor- 
es age means for storing a meta-information 
schema indicating a data configuration of the 
meta-information, and 

transmitter means for transmitting the meta- 
information and the meta-information schema 
30 to the content receiver apparatus through a 

communication channel, and 
wherein the content receiver apparatus 
includes 

receiver means for receiving the meta-informa- 
35 tion and the meta-information schema trans- 

mitted from the transmitter means of the 
content providing apparatus, 
receiving-side meta-information schema stor- 
age means for storing tiie meta-information 
40 schema received by tiie receiver means, and 

meta-information data configuration detector 
means for detecting a data configuration of the 
meta-information received by the receiver 
means, based on the meta-information schema 
45 stored in the receiving-side meta-information 

schema. 

2. A content providing system according to claim 1, 
wherein the meta-information schema contains an 

50 ID for identifying the meta-information schema 
itself, and data configuration information which Indi- 
cates a data configuration concerning meta-infor- 
mation Inducfing a plurality of articles. 

55 3. A content providing system according to claim 1 , 
wherein tiie content providing apparatus fur- 
ther includes 
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meta-information schema converter means for 
converting the meta-information schema into 
transfer information of a predetermined transfer 
format, and 

meta-information converter means for convert- 
ing the meta-information into a transfer format 
corresponding to the meta-information schema 
converted into the transfer information of the 
predetermined transfer format, and 
wherein tiie transmitter means transmits the 
meta-ltrformation schema converted by the 
meta-information schema converter means, 
and the meta-information converted by the 
meta-information converter means. 

4. A content providing system according to daim 3. 
wherein the meta-information schema corrtains an 
ID for identifying the meta-information schema 
itself, and data configuration information indicating 
a data configuration concerning meta-information 
including a plurality of articles. 

5. A content providing system according to claim 4, 
wherein the meta-information schema converter 
means converts the meta-information schema into 
an ID for identifying the meta-infwmation schema 
and filtering mask values corresponding to ttie plu- 
rality of articles, as ttie predetermined transfer for- 
mat. 

6. A content receiver apparatus according to daim 1 , 
wherein ttie content receiver apparatus Includes 

profile generator means for generating a profile 
for selecting desired meta-information from a 
plurality of pieces of meta-information, based 
on the meta-information schema stored in the 
receiving-side meta-information schema stor- 
age means and inputted selection information, 
meta-information selection means for selecting 
meta-information relating to the profile, from a 
plurality of pieces of meta-information received 
by the receiver means, and 
content signal selection means for selecting a 
content signal relating to mete-infbrmation 
selected by the meta-information selection 
means, from a plurality of content signals 
received by the receiver means. 

7. A content providing system according to daim 6, 
wherein the content receiver apparatus further 
includes content signal storage means for storing 
content signal selected by the content signal selec- 
tion means. 

8. A content providing system according to daim 6, 
wherein the content receiver apparatus furttier 



indudes analysis means for analyzing content of 
ttie meta-information, based on ttie data configura- 
tion of ttie meta-information stored into ttie receiv- 
ing-side meta-information schema storage means. 

5 

9. A content providing apparatus comprising 

providing means for providing a content signal 
to a content receiver apparatus, 
10 meta-information storage means for storing 

meta-information conceming the content sig- 
nal. 

mete-information schema storage means for 
storing a meta-information schema indicating a 
15 data configuration of the meta-information, and 

transmlSer means for transmitting ttie meta- 
information and ttie meta-information schema 
to ttie content receiver apparatajs through a 
convnunication channel. 

20 

1 0. A content providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein ttie providing means ti^nsmits the content 
signal to the content receiver apparatus ttirough ttie 
communication channel. 

25 

1 1 . A content providing apparatus according to daim 9, 
furtiier comprising content signal storage means for 
storing ttie content signal. 

30 12. A content providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the meta-information schema contains an 
ID for identifying the meta-information schema 
itself, and data configuration information indicating 
a plurality of articles. 

35 

1 3^ A content providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
further comprising 

meta-information schema converter means for 
40 converting the meta-information schema into a 

predetermined transfer format, and 

meta-information converter means for convert- 
ing the meta-information into the predeter- 

45 mined b'ansfer format, 

wherein Uie transntitter means tiansmits the 
mete information schema converted into the 
predetermined bansfer format by ttie mete- 
information schema, and the mete-information 

50 converted into ttie predetermined fcansfer for- 

mat by ttie mete-infbrmati'on converter means. 

14. A content providing apparatus according to daim 
13, wherein ttie meta-infbrmation schema conteins 
55 an ID for identifying the mete-information schema 
itself, and date configuration information indicating 
a date configuration concerning mete-information 
conteining a plurality of artides. 
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15. A content providing system according to claim 14, 
wtierein the meta-infomiation schema converter 
means converts the meta-information schema into 
an ID for identifying the meta-infbrmation schema 
and filtering msk values corresponding to the plu- 5 
rality of articles, as the predetermined transfer for- 
mat. 

16. A content receiver apparatus comprising 

10 

meta-information schema storage means for 
storing a meta-infbrmation schema indicating a 
data configuration of meta-infbrmation con- 
cerning a content signal, 

15 

receiver means for receiving the content signal 
and meta-information concerning the content 
signal through a communication channel, and 

meta-infbrmation data configuration detector so 
means for detecting a data configuration of the 
meta-information received k>y the receiver 
means, based on the meta-infbrmation schema 
stored In the meta-information schema storage 
means. 25 

1 7. A content receiver apparatus according to claim 1 6, 

wherein the receiver means receives the 
meta-infbrmation schema transmitted through the 
communication channel, and 30 

the meta-information schema storage means 
stores the meta-information schema received 
by the receiver means. 

35 

18. A content receiver apparatus according to claim 16, 
further comprising 



2a A content receiver apparatus according to claim 1 6, 
further comprising analysis means for analyzing 
content of the meta-infbrmation, based on the data 
configuration of the meta-information detected from 
the meta-information schema by the meta-infbrma- 
tion configuration detector means. 

21. A method of receiving meta-infbrmation comprising 
steps of 

transmitting a meta-information schema indi- 
cating a data configuration of meta-information 
concerning a content signal to a content 
receiver apparatus through a communication 
channel, 

transmitting the meta-information to the con- 
tent receiver apparatus through the communi- 
cation channel, and 

providing the content signal to the content 
receiver apparatus. 

22. A method of receiving meta-infbrmation, compris- 
ing steps of 

receiving a meta-infbrmation schema indicat- 
ing a data configuration of meta-information 
concerning a content signal, 
receiving the meta-information, and 
detecting a data configuration of the received 
meta-information, based on tiie meta-informa- 
tion schema. 



profile generator means for generating a profile 
for selecting desired meta-infbrmation from a 40 
plurality of pieces of meta-infbrmation, based 
on the meta-information schema stored in the 
meta-information schema storage means and 
inputted selection infomfiation, 
meta-infbrmation selection means for selecting 45 
meta-information relating to ttie profile, from a 
plurality of pieces of meta-infonnation received 
by the receiver means, and 
content signal selection means for selecting a 
content signal relating to meta-information so 
selected by the meta-infbrmation selection 
means, from a plurality of content signals 
received by the receiver means. 



19. A content receiver apparatus according to claim 18, 55 
further comprising content signal storage means for 
storing the content signal selected by the content 
signal selection means. 
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nietadata_package_section ( ) { 

tabtejd 8 

section.syntaxjndieator 1 

privatejndicator i 

reserved 2 

secHonJength 12 

fitterlng_ma8k_1 8 \/rN 
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